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only in heaven. And with this transference of the
realisation of Christianity beyond death and time,
the elevation of humanity into unity with the
divine through union with Christ inevitably took the
aspect of an unrealisable ideal, unrealisable at least
on earth; and, as a natural consequence, the Church
was set in perennial antagonism to the State.

There was, however, a still more important influence
which acted in the same direction, namely, the influence
of Greek, and in particular of Neo-Platonic, philosophy.
This influence had already done much to modify
Jewish religion at the beginning of the Christian
era, as is shown by the writings of Bhilo, and it
could not but be felt still more powerfully in the
Christian Church. Tor, as soon as the Messianic
idea Mt Jewish soil, it had to find an equivalent or
substitute amorig the conceptions of the classical
nations, and no idea could seem so appropriate as
that of the Logos which had already been adopted
by Philo. But with this change all the limitations,
which in the Jewish mind were connected with
the Messianic idea, were at once thrown off.
Already in the writings of St. Paul the conception
of the Christ as ' the first-born of many brethren/
who had been raised from the dead by God as an
evidence of his universal mission to men, seems to rise
above every condition of finite life; and in the later
Epistles he is declared to be the ' image of the invisible